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Chair’s Report 

April 2019—March 2020

As we reflect on the past year I can report the Wellington Sculpture Trust is in good heart and 
we are fortunate that, unlike so many other arts organisations in our Aotearoa Covid bubble, we 
have long gestation periods for our projects and are not reliant on large gatherings of people, ticket 
sales or open borders. Our artists have largely been able to work independently, and at most our 
projects have only suffered minor delays where they have needed to access materials or the advice of 
engineers and other consultants. 

That said, we are grateful for what we managed to achieve in the early summer  
months before lockdown and the work we undertook on other projects throughout  
the 2019/20 year. 

Quasi

In terms of installations, the year started with a hiss and a roar – or at least the whirring  
of helicopter rotas as we welcomed Quasi to our Civic Square in August. 

In partnership with the City Gallery Wellington we worked to get the engineering 
drawings, resource consent and the funds to install this striking work on top of the gallery. 
We enthusiastically greeted this project as a way to enliven our sad civic centre which  
was all but closed after the 2016 Kaikoura earthquake. 

Quasi, a work by Ronnie van Hout was commissioned as a temporary work by The 
Christchurch Art Gallery Te Puna o Waiwhetū following their 2011 earthquake. When  
it came time to de-install the work in Christchurch, the timing could not have been more 
opportune for Wellington. 

Quasi worked his magic and overnight became a media sensation and went viral with 
media requests coming from far and wide. Quasi was covered in BBC News, The 
Guardian, The Independent, Daily Mail, Time, CNN, New York Post, and more. Quasi 
captured the imagination of the city and he now appears in many Wellingtonians’ 
Instagram feeds, he even has multiple Tinder accounts using his picture — perhaps he is a 
romantic hero after all? Emojis were developed, memes created, gatherings were organised 
for a newly formed cult to “bow down to their leader”, there were offers to knit hand-
warmers, and a steady stream of people came to look and take a selfie with the newest 
Wellington personality.

  
4 Plinths Sculpture Award

In February we installed our seventh work in this series. Yolunda Hickman’s work, Signal 
Forest, won the $40,000 sculpture award and will be on the forecourt of Te Papa for the 
next two years.

Signal Forest is a thicket of entangled images on each plinth. Based on stencil motifs, the 
simplified shapes depict a range of animals, plants, transportation, technology and culture. 
These shapes were then applied with a vinyl pattern or image of other items from the Te 
Papa collection, further entangling the forms and aiming to collapse the boundaries of 
classification and meaning while heightening inter-connectedness.

In the months since it was installed it has proved popular, especially among children 
deciphering the shapes. 
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Events

One of the Sculpture Trust’s objectives is to encourage and support sculptural practice 
in New Zealand and raise awareness, understanding and appreciation of contemporary 
public sculpture. One of the ways we do this is through a variety of events. This year in 
March, just two weeks before lockdown, we held our 6th PARK(ing) Day in association 
with the Wellington City Council, taking over 22 car parks in Cuba Street for a day and 
transforming them into something other. In May we had the great privilege of organising a 
talk and event for members of the Blind Foundation. It was as much a learning experience 
for Trustees as we experienced our sculptures in a completely new way. 

Again we held a Public Art talk in September in association with [Suite] Gallery, with guest 
speaker Wayne Youle. 

In November 2019, we ran our second international tour and took a party of 18 on a 
fundraising trip to Kyoto and the Benesse Art Site on Naoshima in Japan’s Inland Sea. 
An experience that all the party will remember always: The autumn colours, the beautiful 
aesthetic of the buildings, and the sculptures in this glorious setting. We are very much 
looking forward to this year’s Annual Review and hearing a talk from our guest speaker, Mr 
Hideaki Fukutake, whose family founded the Benesse Art Site Naoshima in Japan.

Of course the year also included work on our permanent sculptures including: The Grove by 
Glen Hayward commissioned to go on the Whitmore Plaza on Wellington’s waterfront. Work 
has begun with Glen being paid his first instalment, and it is due to be installed early 2022 in line 
with the building project. And, The Fibre-Optic Colonnade Car Wash by Eddie Clemens, a work to 
transform the pedestrian thoroughfare that runs within Shed 21 and along the edge of Waterloo Quay. 
Eddie has completed the engineering drawings and his costings, and we will now be taking these to 
the residents of Shed 21 and applying for resource and building consents. 

Of course, in any given year, fundraising is a big part of our annual work load and we 
recognise in a Covid environment this will not get any easier. We have been working on 
assessing our current liabilities and where each project sits in terms of our budgets. Fortunately, we 
had begun fundraising for each of our projects and believe in the short-term we can manage. We will 
need to work hard to raise the remaining funds, but are up for the challenge. We have a great and 
dedicated team of Trustees committed to the task.    

We remain grateful for the ongoing support of our members and partners, in particular, City Arts and 
Public Arts and Memorials within the Wellington City Council and City Gallery Wellington.

I would like to thank Sonya Lacy our Office Administrator and my fellow Trustees for all their hard 
work throughout the year. We have a great team who all make a significant contribution and with 
their enthusiasm and energy ensure we have some fun along the way.

We all remain dedicated to enhancing Wellington’s cultural vibrancy.

Sue Elliott
Chair
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SPONSORS, DONORS & SUPPORTERS 
The Sculpture Trust conveys its warmest appreciation to its financial supporters

Titanium Principal Donors

Business partners

Collin Post &  
Post Family Trust

Major Supporters

Gordon & Marie Shroff 

Judith Trotter 

Susan & Alfie des Tombe 

Kelvin & Bronwyn Hale 

Paul Ridley Smith 

Ann Trotter 

Nicola Young 

Beverley Eriksen 

Suzanne Snively & Ian Fraser 

Nicola Saker & Mark O’Regan 

John & Carla Wild 

Kate Parsonson 

Alan Ritchie
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DIRECTORY

PATRON

Her Excellency The Right Honourable Dame Patsy Reddy  
GNZM, QSO, Governor-General of New Zealand

TRUSTEES

Sue Elliott (Chair) 
Ray Ahipene-Mercer (outgoing) 
Nick Barratt-Boyes 
Jane Black 
Ruth Harley OBE CNZM 
Helen Kedgley 
Julian Ludbrook 
Neil Plimmer MNZM 
Ross Steele

DISTINGUISHED LIFE MEMBER

Margaret, Lady Trotter 

ARTS ADVISORY PANEL 

Aaron Lister (Senior Curator, City Gallery) 
Gerald Parsonson (Parsonson Architects) 
Elizabeth Thomson (Artist) 
Reuben Friend (Kaihautū Director, Pātaka Art+Museum)

HONORARY FINANCIAL ADVISOR 

Pat Sheehan (Director, Kendons Chartered Accountants)

HONORARY AUDITOR 

John D. Cook (Young & Associates Ltd)

HONORARY LEGAL ADVISOR 

John Swan

WELLINGTON CITY COUNCIL LIAISON 

Nataša Petković-Jeremić (Manager City Arts)

ADMINISTRATOR 

Sonya Lacey
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sculpture.org.nz 

wellingtonsculpture@xtra.co.nz
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Wellington 6011 

PO Box 195, Wellington 6140

Phone: 04–4996644
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